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Willy Street Chamber Players

Friday, July 15, 2022
6:00pm
Immanuel Lutheran Church

Eleni Katz, bassoon

Fantasiestücke for String Quartet, Op. 5 (1895)
Prelude 

Humoresque
Dance

(Amirinazari, Wiggins, Hauser, Crabb)
approx. 13 min.

 
Récit et Allegro (1938)

(Katz, Amirinazari, Hauser, Bartsch, Bridges)
approx. 10 min. 

 
Nadiya (2016)

(Katz, Amirinazari)
approx. 10 min. 

 
Dark Wood (2001)

(Katz, Amirinazari, Bridges, Kutz)
approx. 12 min.

 
String Quintet No. 2 in B-flat Op. 87 (1845)

Allegro vivace
Andante scherzando

Adagio e lento
Allegro molto vivace

(Wiggins, Bartsch, Hauser, Amirinazari, Crabb)
approx. 30 minutes.

Jennifer Higdon
(b. 1962)

Noël Gallon
arr. Marc Vallon
(1891-1966)

*Feel free to applaud after entire works or in between movements if you feel compelled.

Felix Mendelssohn
(1809-1847)

W
SCP.org

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor
(1875-1912)

Reena Esmail
(b. 1983)



P a r a n  A m i r i n a z a r i ,  A r t i s t i c  D i r e c t o r ,  v i o l i n  a n d  v i o l a ,  r e c e i v e d  h e r  D o c t o r a t e
D e g r e e  f r o m  U W - M a d i s o n  w h e r e  s h e  w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  M a r v i n  R a b i n  G r a d u a t e
S t r i n g  Q u a r t e t .  S h e  i s  a  p a s s i o n a t e  m u s i c  e d u c a t o r ,  a v i d  c o m m u n i t y  a d v o c a t e ,  a n d
m a i n t a i n s  a  b u s y  p e r f o r m a n c e  s c h e d u l e  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  M a d i s o n  S y m p h o n y
O r c h e s t r a ,  a  f r e q u e n t  p e r f o r m e r  w i t h  t h e  W i s c o n s i n  C h a m b e r  O r c h e s t r a ,  a n d
m a n y  o t h e r s .  O r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  B o s t o n ,  s h e  a l s o  h o l d s  d e g r e e s  f r o m  t h e  N e w
E n g l a n d  C o n s e r v a t o r y  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e v a d a - R e n o ,  w h e r e  s h e  p e r f o r m e d
a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  g r a d u a t e  s t r i n g  q u a r t e t  p r o g r a m .  

E l e a n o r  B a r t s c h ,  v i o l i n ,  h o l d s  d e g r e e s  f r o m  t h e  U W - M a d i s o n  S c h o o l  o f  m u s i c  a n d
i s  a  f o r m e r  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  M a d i s o n  S y m p h o n y  a n d  W i s c o n s i n  C h a m b e r  O r c h e s t r a .
C u r r e n t l y  b a s e d  i n  C h i c a g o ,  s h e  e n j o y s  a  d i v e r s e  c a r e e r  a s ,  a m o n g  o t h e r s ,  f i r s t
v i o l i n i s t  o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l l y - a c c l a i m e d  K o n t r a s  Q u a r t e t ,  A s s o c i a t e  C o n c e r t m a s t e r  o f
t h e  E l g i n  S y m p h o n y ,  C o n c e r t m a s t e r  o f  t h e  D u b u q u e  S y m p h o n y ,  a n d  a  p r i n c i p a l
p l a y e r  o f  t h e  C h i c a g o  P h i l h a r m o n i c / J o f f r e y  B a l l e t  O r c h e s t r a .

M a r k  B r i d g e s ,  c e l l o  i s  A s s i s t a n t  P r i n c i p a l  C e l l o  o f  t h e  M a d i s o n  S y m p h o n y
O r c h e s t r a  a n d  m a i n t a i n s  a  v i b r a n t  c a r e e r  a s  a  p e r f o r m e r  a n d  e d u c a t o r  i n  M a d i s o n
a n d  b e y o n d .  H e  h o l d s  a  D o c t o r a t e  D e g r e e  f r o m  U W - M a d i s o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  d e g r e e s
f r o m  t h e  E a s t m a n  S c h o o l  o f  M u s i c  a n d  B o s t o n  U n i v e r s i t y .  H e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  o n  t h e
m u s i c  f a c u l t y  o f  U W - S t e v e n s  P o i n t .

L i n d s e y  C r a b b ,  c e l l o ,  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  M a d i s o n  S y m p h o n y  O r c h e s t r a  a n d  a n
d e d i c a t e d  c e l l o  a n d  c h a m b e r  m u s i c  e d u c a t o r  i n  M a d i s o n .  S h e  h o l d s  d e g r e e s  f r o m
L a w r e n c e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  E a s t m a n  S c h o o l  o f  M u s i c  w h e r e  s h e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e
O r c h e s t r a l  S t u d i e s  P r o g r a m  w i t h  t h e  R o c h e s t e r  P h i l h a r m o n i c  O r c h e s t r a .  S h e
r e c e i v e d  h e r  d o c t o r a t e  f r o m  U W - M a d i s o n  w h e r e  s h e  s t u d i e d  w i t h  U r i  V a r d i  a n d
w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  H u n t  Q u a r t e t .   

R a c h e l  H a u s e r ,  v i o l a ,  c u r r e n t l y  b a s e d  i n  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y ,  e n j o y s  a  d i v e r s e  c a r e e r
a s  b o t h  a  p e r f o r m e r  a n d  a r t s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  H a v i n g  b e e n  f e a t u r e d  i n  c o n c e r t s  a t
C a r n e g i e  H a l l ,  B a r g e m u s i c ’ s  “ H e r e  a n d  N o w ”  s e r i e s  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  s h e  i s  a n
a l u m n a  o f  t h e  N e w  E n g l a n d  C o n s e r v a t o r y  o f  M u s i c ,  t h e  U t r e c h t  C o n s e r v a t o r y  o f
M u s i c  i n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  a n d  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n - M a d i s o n .  S h e  i s  a
f o r m e r  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  M a d i s o n  S y m p h o n y  O r c h e s t r a .  

T e d d y  W i g g i n s ,  v i o l i n .  i s  a n  a l u m n u s  o f  t h e  N e w  W o r l d  S y m p h o n y  i n  M i a m i  B e a c h ,
F l o r i d a .  A s  a n  o r c h e s t r a l  m u s i c i a n ,  h e  h a s  p e r f o r m e d  w i t h  t h e  O r p h e u s  C h a m b e r
O r c h e s t r a ,  t h e  V e r b i e r  M u s i c  F e s t i v a l  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d ,  C i v i c  O r c h e s t r a  o f  C h i c a g o ,
G r a n t  P a r k  S y m p h o n y  O r c h e s t r a ,  M a d i s o n  S y m p h o n y ,  W i s c o n s i n  C h a m b e r
O r c h e s t r a ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s .  M r .  W i g g i n s  i s  a n  a l u m n u s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
W i s c o n s i n - M a d i s o n  a n d  T h e  G l e n n  G o u l d  S c h o o l  a t  T h e  R o y a l  C o n s e r v a t o r y  i n
T o r o n t o .  H e  i s  a  n a t i v e  o f  S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i .

T h e  W i l l y  S t r e e t  C h a m b e r  P l a y e r s  a r e  d e d i c a t e d  t o
c r e a t i n g  c o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h  c l a s s i c a l  m u s i c .  

N o w  i n  i t s  8 t h  s e a s o n ,  t h e  g r o u p  c a m e  i n t o  b e i n g  i n  2 0 1 5  w h e n  a n  i d e a  f o r  a n  i n f o r m a l  s u m m e r
c o n c e r t  s e r i e s  a m o n g  f r i e n d s  q u i c k l y  g a i n e d  m o m e n t u m .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  W S C P  h a s  b e c o m e  a  f i x t u r e
o f  M a d i s o n ' s  v i b r a n t  c u l t u r a l  s c e n e .  T h e  g r o u p  h a s  r e c e i v e d  n u m e r o u s  a c c o l a d e s  f o r  i t s  s u p e r b
p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  e x c i t i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  n e w  w o r k s .
W S C P  i s  p r o u d  o f  t h e  m a n y  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s h i p s  i t  h a s  f o r g e d ,  a n d  c o n c e r t s  a l w a y s  h a v e  a
w e l c o m i n g ,  n e i g h b o r h o o d - o r i e n t e d  a t m o s p h e r e  t h a t  a u d i e n c e s  h a v e  c o m e  t o  k n o w  a n d  l o v e .  



In performance, Eleni has recently worked with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, St.
Paul Chamber Orchestra, and Sarasota Orchestra. She is currently on the Center for Musical
Excellence’s Young Artist Roster and has performed in several chamber music ensembles
throughout the Mid-Atlantic region. In March, Eleni was a fellow at the Phoenix Chamber
Music Society and performed wind repertoire alongside David Shifrin, Valerie Coleman, and
Gabriel Kovach. Throughout her journey as an orchestral musician, Eleni has recently
worked under Michael Tilson Thomas, Stéphane Denève, Marin Alsop, Thomas Wilkins,
Susanna Mälkki, Christian Reif, Gemma New, HK Gruber, Christoph Koncz, Edwin Outwater,
Roderick Cox, Teddy Abrams, among several others. For the past two summers she has
attended the Music Academy of the West and the Lake George Music festivals. Other
festival appearances include: Spoleto Festival USA, Orchestra of the Americas, National
Repertory Orchestra, Chautauqua Institution, Brevard Music Center, IMANI Winds, Madeline
Island and Norfolk chamber music festivals.

Eleni received her bachelor of music degree from the University of Wisconsin-Madison,
where she was mentored by Marc Vallon. While an undergraduate at Wisconsin, she was a
winner of the UW-Madison Symphony Concerto Competition. Ms. Katz subsequently
continued her musical studies under the tutelage of Frank Morelli at the Yale School of
Music, where she received her master of music and master of musical arts degrees. While at
Yale, she was a winner in the Woolsey Hall Concerto Competition at the Yale School of
Music, where she played the Weber Bassoon Concerto in F major Op. 75 under the baton of
Peter Oundjian. She was also a semifinalist in the Meg Quigley Vivaldi competition in 2019,
an international concerto competition for young women bassoon players. In 2020 Eleni
became the Co-Artistic Director of the Marea Duo, a vocal and double reed chamber
ensemble, with her oboe colleague Amelia Merriman at the Yale School of Music. 
When Ms. Katz is not playing the bassoon or making reeds, she enjoys practicing yoga,
cooking with friends and looking for sea glass on the beach. 

Eleni Katz, bassoon

An Iowa native, Eleni Katz has always loved the art
of performance and is a passionate orchestral
player, chamber musician and soloist. Currently,
Eleni is a bassoon fellow with the New World
Symphony in Miami Beach and is a winner of the
2022 Concert Artist Guild Victor Elmaleh
Competition.



Jason Kutz, piano

Jason Kutz grew up in Kiel, Wisconsin, and lives in
Madison where he works as a pianist, composer,
teacher, arranger, artist, and graphic designer. His
main projects, Mr. Chair and Bad Philosopher,
feature his multi-genre interests. He is additionally
active performing as soloist and orchestra member
with the Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra, teaching
privately, and touring with Opera for the Young,
among many other things. 

His musical interests lie wholly within and between the classical and jazz
worlds. All music is constructed with the same building blocks, and it’s only
with small changes in formula that genre and affect differ. The goal is
discovering, diffusing, and disguising these borders.
Jason’s passion abounds outside of music, in soccer, movement, interactive
media, playing games, finding things, and treasure.
BM in Recording Technology/Music Industry from UW Oshkosh; MM in Piano
Performance from UW Madison.



Anonymous
 James Bartsch

Caroline Benforado
Robert Bridges

Calvin Bruce and Cathy Carl-Bruce
Sheila Bultman
Cargo Coffee

Emily Albers Cunningham
Janice Golay

Thomas and Mary Ann Grinde
Ellen Kim

Karen Kiener
Noel Klapper

Bill Lane
John and Mary Madigan

Gordon Medaris Jr.
John Minnich

Gary Moseson
Andrea Musher

Mary Lee Nelson
Casey Oelkers

 Pam and Matt Peterson
Diana Popowycz

Ralph Rabin
Morris Sadicario
 Richard Samuels

Sarah and John Schaffer
Christopher Schatz

David and Shirley Susan
 Solidarity Realty

C and J Tikovitsch

WSCP Sustaining Partner $5000+

WSCP Benefactor
$3000+

WSCP Sponsor
$1000+

WSCP Donor 
$500+

WSCP Supporter
$250+

Friend of WSCP
Up to $249

Jun and Sandy Lee

Martha and Charles Casey
Dr. Kato Perlman 

Thank you to our generous 2022 season supporters!

Anonymous
Miriam Simmons

Welaware 
Life Enhancement

Center

Jon Bohman
Tad and Joan Dunn

Peter Rodgers
Screen Door Studio

Teri Venker
Richard Wagner

SPECIAL THANKS TO

Margaret Barker in memory of John Barker 
Dennis Lloyd and Margaret Butler

Tad and Joan Dunn
Michael George and Susan Gardels

Ian's Pizza
Madison Sourdough

Andrew and Mary Sewell
Charles Snowden

Alex Squitieri

Ronnie Hess
Teri Venker



Friday, July 29 at 6pm
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Guest Artist: Emily Birsan, soprano

Friday, July 22 at 6pm
Orton Park- FREE 
bring a picnic, lawn chair, or
blanket for a beautiful evening of
chamber music outside!

Willy Street Chamber Players 
2022 Summer Series

 
Remaining Performances: 

Our engaging concert series and enriching community
outreach programming is made possible through
contributions from donors from our community. Your
investment in local chamber music will a lasting
impact!

DONATE




